
  
January 19, 2021  
  
Governor Andy Beshear  
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100  
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601  
Transmitted via email  
 
Dear Governor Beshear, 
 
As COVID-19 spreads throughout the country and the commonwealth, we want to thank you for your 
efforts to mitigate the spread of this deadly virus. Kentuckians’ lives have no doubt been saved thanks to 
your early and decisive actions. 
 
We are writing as concerned community organizations, state advocates and experts on the issues arising 
from the pandemic. As you look toward next steps to fight the pandemic with a new tool at your disposal 
— a safe and effective vaccine — we ask you to consider some of the most vulnerable Kentuckians who 
are often forgotten: people incarcerated in Kentucky’s prisons and jails, and the communities they call 
home. We urge you to emphasize this segment of Kentucky’s population within your overall strategy for 
effective vaccine deployment. 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, adults over 60 years old and people with 
chronic medical conditions — including lung disease, heart disease and diabetes — are at higher risk of 
contracting COVID-19 and are more likely to suffer serious illness and death. People in this already high-
risk group are even more likely to face life threatening consequences if they are incarcerated. People in 
detention facilities are often forced to live in close proximity with others, and many of these facilities do 
not have the resources to implement proper sanitization procedures and or provide personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to all detained persons, visitors and staff. 
 
The newly approved vaccine has ignited a glimmer of light at the end of this dark tunnel. We 
wholeheartedly agree that health care providers and people living in nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities need priority access to the vaccine (as do staff in these facilities and in the state’s prisons and 
local jails). Similar to the Kentuckians in nursing homes and assisted living facilities, incarcerated 
Kentuckians live in uniquely high-risk environments that warrant priority access as well. 
 
Jails and prisons have proven to be efficient vectors for rapid spread of the coronavirus in Kentucky and 
throughout the nation. Organizations such as the  American Medical Association and John Hopkins’ 
Center for Health Security recommend incarcerated people receive the vaccine quickly because of their 
living conditions. Compounded with living conditions that are considered high-risk even for healthy 
people, many detained Kentuckians are elderly, ill or otherwise immunocompromised. In Kentucky 
prisons, over 15% of the population is over the age of 50, accounting for nearly 3,400 people. 
 

https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-policy-calls-more-covid-19-prevention-congregate-settings
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/publications/interim-framework-for-covid-19-vaccine-allocation-and-distribution-in-the-us
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/06/03/jails-are-coronavirus-hotbeds-how-many-people-should-be-released-to-slow-the-spread


Additionally, the coronavirus does not stop at the gates of a detention facility. When individuals leave a 
facility they may spread the disease further by infecting family members and others. Increased spread 
from Kentucky’s detention facilities will also further stretch the Department of Corrections’ resources —
making it even more difficult to contain the spread, contributing to our health care systems being 
overwhelmed and ultimately making us all less safe. 
 
Access to the vaccine would mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on incarcerated people and our greater 
commonwealth. Throughout the pandemic, Kentucky correctional facilities have been breeding grounds 
for this deadly disease. There have been outbreaks at Little Sandy Correctional Complex, Western 
Kentucky Correctional Complex, Roderer Correctional Complex, Northpoint Training Center, Kentucky 
Correctional Institute for Women and Green River Correctional Complex, to name a few. The disease 
continues to ravage county jails, with an ongoing outbreak at Louisville Metro Department of 
Corrections, approximately 250 COVID cases at Warren County Regional Jail and 55 cases at the 
Madison County Detention Center. 
 
This demands immediate attention in the form of priority vaccine access. We cannot forget these people 
— these Kentuckians — who are incarcerated, and the families waiting for them to return home. 
Everyone deserves the right to feel safe, and no person under the care of their government should be 
forced to live in life-threatening conditions. Prioritizing this population is not only an act of compassion, 
it is also a necessary element of an effective, comprehensive strategy to contain the virus in Kentucky. 
 
We appreciate the careful consideration given to this request. Please send any response to these comments 
to amanda@aclu-ky.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ACLU of Kentucky 
Kentucky Center for Economic Policy 
Kentucky Voices for Health 
Kentucky Criminal Justice Forum 
Metro United Way  
National Association of Social Workers - KY Chapter 
Kentucky Equal Justice Center 
Homeless and Housing Coalition of Kentucky 
Kentucky Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
Healthy Reentry Coalition 
All of Us or None Louisville 
The Prisoner’s Hope 
H.E.L.P. (Harrison Education and Literacy Program) 
Louisville Family Justice Advocates 
Family Circle, Inc. 
Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Indiana and Kentucky 
LPD Accountability  
Damon L. Preston, Public Advocate 
Susan Bentley, MD 
Phoebe Embry, Alternative Sentencing Worker for the Department of Public Advocacy 
Rev. Dean Bucalos 
Rev. Kent Gilbert 
Bruce Windsor, Former Counselor, Community Correctional Center 
Cheri Hall Catholic Charities Louisville, Prison, Jail & Reentry Ministry Coordinator 

https://news.stanford.edu/2020/09/24/covid-19-spread-american-prisons/


Emily Pinerola, Public Defender  
Ashley Homrich, Fuel to Flourish, LLC 
Stephanie Grace Prost  
Emily Catoe 
Gary Gardner 
Angela Litteral 
William Fox 
Marcus Jackson 
Jerusha Beebe 
Chauncey Burnett 
Colby Loew 
Steph Hamilton 
Cori Metcalf 
Jamie Bougher 
Heather Pruss 
Mary Margaret Spica 
Greg Kildow  
Katt McGinley  
Jen Crocker  
Scott Nalley 
Erin Kurtz  
Keri Roeder 
Kristia Miller  
Brittany Herrington 
Brent Welsh 
Ann M. Tichenor 
Blaz Bush 
Heather Kinney 
Christina Libby 
Joan Buchar 
Greta Combs 
Susan Eagle 
Anne Kenan 
Mary Joyce Moeller 
Raaziq El-Amin 
Ann Bishop 
Cara Cooper 
Xyara Asplen 
Olivia Meyer 
Sia Beasley  
Erin Sandy Downs 
Leah Boggs 
Brittany Lowe 
Corrin Turkowitch 
Marion Rust 
Emily Spencer 
Katherine Haus 
Alyssa Rice 
Ashley Kelley 
Jessica Geddes 
Amelia Kirby 



Ryan Hughes 
Sean McClary  
Phoenix Shepherd  
Alex McLaughlin 
Cass Giles 
John Ferguson  
Laura Barrett 
Malinda O’Quinn 
Jackson Garton 
Ashleigh Adkins 
Sarah Williams 
Amanda Riddell 
William K Hillen 
Charly Hyden  
Louise Beach 
Stephen Hicks 
Anna Campomanes 
Thomas Case 
Cindi Blyberg  
Tabitha Gross  
Helen Richardson 
James Woodhead 
Liane Woodhead 
Emily McCarty 
Whitney Kuklinski 
Caitlin Webster 
Lacy Lawhon 


