











DEFEATING

Every voter in the commonwealth had the
opportunity to vote on abortion access last
November when they voted on Amendment
2, the ballot initiative that proposed adding
language to the Kentucky constitution that
would have ensured no right to an abortion.
After the fall of Roe in May 2022, abortion
became almost completely inaccessible in
our state. Reproductive freedom advocates
immediately activated to educate Kentuckians
that Amendment 2 was nothing more

than extreme government overreach into
Kentuckians’ personal medical decisions.

Alongside other reproductive freedom
organizations, we launched Protect Kentucky
Access, a public education campaign letting
voters know their right to bodily autonomy
was on the line. We knocked on thousands

of doors, sent thousands of emails, text
messages, and phone calls, took the message
to our social media networks, and talked

to our friends and neighbors to make sure
Kentuckians knew if Amendment 2 passed,
there would be no legal path forward to
restore abortion access in the commonwealth.
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IN THE 2022 ELECTION

And they listened. Of the nearly 1.5 million
who voted, 52.3 percent said no—no to
extremist politicians banning abortion,

no to unnecessary suffering, and no to the
government making private medical decisions
on Kentuckians’ behalf. The message to
lawmakers was clear: they’'d gone too far in
stripping their constituents’ freedoms.

We're proud to say that with the defeat of
Amendment 2, the legal path to abortion
access in Kentucky remains open, and the
fight to restore it is only beginning.
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SMART JUSTICE ADVOCATES

The Smart Justice Advocates (SJAs)—a group
of directly impacted individuals fighting for
better justice policies—are now facilitated by
two group members, LaTonya McNeal and
Selena Coomer!

About LaTonya McNeal

LaTonya was born and raised on the south side
of Chicago and came to Louisville in search

of recovery after being incarcerated for over

a third of her life. She recreated her life here
after being a client, and later an employee, of
The Healing Place. LaTonya has worn a lot of
hats: she’s been a caregiver, advocate, and a
case manager for homeless outreach, and was
introduced to the Smart Justice Advocates in
2018. Since then, she’s become more passionate
about justice reform, especially about reentry
and voting rights issues.

LaTonya is also a mother of two, grandmother
to one, and recently married her partner of 14
years.

“I didn’t have this work for myself, and I always
wished there was something like this for me,”

LaTonya says of the SJAs. “All I can do is to be
the voice for others.”

About Selena Coomer

Selena experienced childhood trauma that led to
addiction, which led her to The Healing Place,
where she became a peer mentor and then a
staff member for 12 years. After nursing school

and a brief stint as a nurse, she quickly realized
that recovery and reentry are her passions and
began working at The Prisoner’s Hope.

As an SJA member, she recalls one of the first
times she went to Frankfort to lobby for better
justice policies, when a lawmaker proposed
cutting fingers off people with addiction to keep
them from reoffending. That’s when she knew
she had to be in Frankfort every session and to
bring as many directly affected people as she
could.

“I’'ve worked on the front lines of alcoholism,
addiction, and reentry for 15 years,” Selena
says. “It’s a never-ending sea, and you have to
go upstream to change policies if you want it to
change.”

What’s Next for the SJAs?

This past year, the SJAs have focused on
building comradery among the group’s
members, learning more about the policymaking
process, and ensuring they feel comfortable
providing input at all stages of their advocacy.

The SJAs were instrumental in passing House
Bill 353—the law legalizing fentanyl testing
strips in the commonwealth—during the

2023 Kentucky General Assembly. Next year,
they’ll focus on passing a bill to automate the
expungement process, funding for a program
ensuring people are automatically given IDs
upon release from incarceration, and restoration
of voting rights.

Learn more about the SJAs at: aclu-ky.org/
smartjusticeadvocates.
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AT THE COURTHOUSE

IN PROGRESS: SCOTT V LOUISVILLE
METRO GOVERNMENT

Alongside our co-counsel at the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund and Emery Celli Brinckerhoff
Abady Ward & Maazel LLP, we filed a lawsuit
in April 2020 against the Louisville Metro
Police Department for their use of chemical
agents and crowd control weaponry against
peaceful protesters demonstrating after the
murder of Breonna Taylor. Discovery and
depositions have continued since the suit was
filed, with the city spending upwards of $1
million defending LMPD’s prior and ongoing
use of indiscriminate crowd control weaponry.

bo-
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VICTORY: THURMAN V GREWS

We filed a federal lawsuit in April of 2022
challenging violations of religious freedom and
constitutional rights in Kentucky prisons. The
suit was filed on behalf of Carlos Thurman, a
Kentuckian incarcerated at Eastern Kentucky
Correctional Complex in West Liberty,
Kentucky.

Mr. Thurman is a practicing Rastafarian

and wears his hair in dreadlocks, consistent
with his religious beliefs. In 2021, the prison
announced a new policy stating that dreadlocks
and other natural hairstyles would be forcibly
cut if they were not searchable. Mr. Thurman
knew the policy violated his rights and filed a
grievance. In retaliation, the prison transferred
Mr. Thurman to another facility, where prison
officials forcibly cut his dreadlocks without any
attempt to search them.

After a year of litigation, our client agreed to
settle the case resulting in, among other things,
a change in the Department of Corrections’
policy regarding dreadlocks and other natural
hairstyles.



ARGUING FOR ABORTION ACCESS AT
THE KENTUCKY SUPREME COURT

When an appeals court judge allowed

Attorney General Daniel Cameron to resume
enforcement of the six-week and “trigger”

bans, abortion immediately became illegal in
Kentucky, even in cases of rape and incest. Our
Senior Staff Attorney Heather Gatnarek argued

before the Supreme Court of Kentucky on behalf

of our clients, EMW Women’s Surgical Center
and Planned Parenthood, challenging those two
bans.

The arguments took place one week after
Kentucky voters strongly rejected Amendment
2, which would have allowed politicians to

not only continue enforcing the bans but also
add language to the Kentucky Constitution to
explicitly state that it does not protect the right
to abortion.

The Court, in an extraordinary opinion that
upended decades of precedent, ruled our clients
did not have standing to bring the suit on behalf
of their patients. Despite this decision, the legal
path to abortion access remains open. We are
currently seeking a patient plaintiff and our
legal team stands ready to continue the fight

to restore bodily autonomy for the people of
Kentucky.
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:1._,_ IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS CURRENTLY
ESXCHE PREGNANT, SEEKING AN ABORTION, AND WANTS

ReZIVY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT POSSIBLY BEING A

M8 PLAINTIFF IN A LEGAL CHALLENGE, SCAN HERE

%2 OR CALL OUR HOTLINE AT: (617) 297-7012.

AMICUS

Louisville’s anti-discrimination ordinance
bars businesses that are open to the public
from refusing service to customers based

on clearly defined innate characteristics,
including a customer’s sexual orientation. In
January 2023, we filed an amicus brief asking
a federal appeals court to uphold these anti-
discrimination protections, and to reverse a
lower court ruling that opened the door for
businesses to deny service to LGBTQ people.

Learn more about our legal cases at aclu-ky.
org/legal.
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2022 INTERNS

Farrah Alexander, Legal Intern

Farrah is a writer, author, and activist. While
pursuing her law degree, she worked with the legal
team to conduct research and assist with litigation.
Farrah is currently in her third year of law school
and plans to use her legal expertise to enact positive
change.

Brennan Eberwine, Communications Intern

Brennan served as editor-in-chief of the Manual
RedEye, the student newspaper of Dupont Manual
High School. He worked with the communications
team to create guiding materials for the department
and penned opinion pieces related to LGBTQ and
student rights. Brennan is currently working on his
hachelor’s degree at Bennington college in Vermont.

Brittany Harris, Advocacy Intern

Brittany became interested in policy and advocacy
work after volunteering with Smart Justice
Advocates and the Kentucky Smart on Crime
Coalition. She worked with the advocacy team in
Frankfort and testified on a bill related to juvenile
justice. Brittany is currently completing a second-
year internship with our advocacy department while
she completes her master’s degree.

Chloe Treat, Development Intern

Chloe is a University of Louisville student who
served as the development intern in the Fall of
2022. During her time as an intern, she received
first-hand experience fundraising within a federated
organization. Chloe focused on creating real and

her internship, she applied and was hired as a full-
time development associate at ACLU of Kentucky.

Rachel Utz, Legal Intern

Rachel served as a legal intern while pursuing her
JD. She worked with the legal team to conduct
research and assist with ongoing litigation. Rachel
has since graduated with her law degree and is
working as a reproductive justice fellow with If/
measurable change in our community. At the end of  When/How.

Stephen Wilder, Development Intern

Stephen served as the development team’s
first-ever intern in fall 2021 through spring 2022.
He initiated a project to help connect smaller
nonprofits with funding opportunities throughout
the commonwealth. At the end of his internship, he
applied and was hired as the development associate
at the ACLU of Missouri.
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KENTUCKIANS VOTED
NO ON AMENDMENT 2

UNION BILLS TRACKED BY
MEMBERS ACLU-KY

INDIVIDUAL EMAILS TO LAWMAKERS
FOUNDATION FROM MEMBERS &
SUPPORTERS

DIRECTLY IMPACTED
PEOPLE PARTICIPATED
IN MEETINGS WITH
LAWMAKERS

STAFF
MEMBERS

INTERACTIONS
BETWEEN ACLU-KY
STAFF & LAWMAKERS
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oo k" FINANCIALS

. REVENUE
‘5 REVENUE FROM TOTAL
ﬁ NATIONAL ACLU $1,887,851*

$246,112

EVENT REVENUE
$156,425
GRANT

I CONTRIBUTIONS
$966,272

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
$519,042

EXPENSES

PROGRAMS TOTAL
$2,363,356 $3,341,260*

FUNDRAISING
$514,953

GENERAL OPERATIONS
& ADMINISTRATIVE
$462,951

* Consolidated unaudited statement for ACLU-KY and ACLU-KY
Foundation, Fiscal Year 23 (April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2023)
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