











LEGAL UPDATE

DOE'V THORNBURY AND THE US
SUPREME COURT

Kentucky parents of transgender children and
a wide array of civil rights groups filed an amic-
us, or “friend of the court,” brief as the Supreme
Court prepares to hear U.S. v Skrmetti, the
challenge to Tennessee’s ban on healthcare for
transgender youth. The Kentucky families are
plaintiffs in Doe v Thornbury, our challenge to
a similar law in the Commonwealth known as
Senate Bill 150. The justices’ ruling could have
a direct impact on Kentucky’s case, because
they will decide whether the Sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled appropriately when it allowed
both Tennessee and Kentucky’s laws to go into
effect.

The brief argues that the bans in Tennessee
and Kentucky, like those passed in other states,
intentionally discriminate against transgender
youth by denying them medications that are
prescribed for other youth. These laws do not
ban these medications for all minors - only when
they are prescribed for transgender minors. As
a result of this discriminatory treatment, trans-
gender youth are unable to obtain the only effec-
tive treatment for the severe distress caused by
gender dysphoria.

Across the country, federal district courts
have held that bans like those in Tennessee

and Kentucky single out transgender youth to
deny them safe, effective, and well-established
medical care. In U.S. v. Skrmetti, the Supreme
Court agreed to review the Sixth Circuit opin-
ion which reversed district court decisions
blocking these bans in Tennessee and Ken-
tucky. The U.S. Department of Justice inter-
vened in the Tennessee case (originally brought
by private individuals) and the U.S. Solicitor
General will argue against the ban when the
Supreme Court hears the case later this year,
along with ACLU attorneys representing those
private individuals.

The Kentucky families’ brief is among over 30
friend-of-the-court briefs filed in September.
Bioethicists, medical providers, medical histori-
ans, family law professors, additional families
in states where care has been banned and more
are urging the Supreme Court to rule against
bans on essential medical care for transgender
youth so that families can make the health care
decisions that are best for their children.

FREE SPEECH ON COLLEGE
CAMPUSES

Executive Director Amber Duke and Legal Di-
rector Corey Shapiro co-signed an open letter
to Kentucky college and university presidents
reminding them of their obligation to uphold
students’ free speech rights. The letter reminds
school officials that the First Amendment di-
rectly protects students at public higher edu-
cation institutions and urges these institutions
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After detouring into private practice
for a few years, Bill returned to his
public interest roots as an appellate
attorney in the Louisville Metro Public
Defender’s appellate division, where he
also assumed lead counsel duties for
several trial-level cases. He now relishes
the chance to return to the ACLU of
Kentucky to help promote and defend all
Kentuckians’ rights.

ACLU-KY // 2024 FALL NEWSLETTER / 9




Kentucky

325 W. Main Street
Suite 2210
Louisville, KY 40202

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

@ACLUofKY
ACLU-KY.org

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID

LOUISVILLE, KY
PERMIT NO. 636

INSIDE: OUR 2024 ELECTION WORK AND PREPARATION FOR THE 2025 GENERAL ASSEMBLY

STAFF AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

Amber Duke, Executive Director

Angela Cooper, Communications Director

Charlene Buckles, Development Director

Chloe Treat, Development Associate

Corey Shapiro, Legal Director

Crystal Mahoney, Staff Attorney

Heather Ayer, Campaign Coordinator

Jackie McGranahan, Senior Policy Strategist

Jay Todd Richey, Development Officer

Kate Miller, Advocacy Director

Kungu Njuguna, Policy Strategist

LaTonya McNeal, Smart Justice Advocates Co-Leader
Richelle Harris, Advocacy Administrative Assistant
Selena Coomer, Smart Justice Advocates Co-Leader
T Benicio Gonzales, Deputy Director

William E. Sharp, Senior Staff Attorney

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Omar Salinas-Chacdn, President, Board of Directors
Stephanie Johnson, Vice President, Board of Directors
Dr. Tim Heine, Treasurer, Board of Directors

Sofia Calleja, Secretary, Board of Directors

Soha Saiyed, Immediate Past President, Board of Directors

Dr. Cherie Dawson-Edwards, National Board Representative

Dr. Daniel Kirchner, At-Large, Board of Directors
Dr. Basel Touchan

Rabbi Ben Freed

Curtis Stauffer

Erin Kennedy-Startzman
Frank Bencomo-Suarez
Jason Croshy

JoAnne Wheeler Bland
Kendra Holmes

Dr. Kenneth Miller
Mary Sharp Hargis
Rachel Stack

Sarah Katzenmaier




