








LEGAL UPDATE

Kentucky parents of transgender children and 
a wide array of civil rights groups filed an amic-
us, or “friend of the court,” brief as the Supreme 
Court prepares to hear U.S. v Skrmetti, the 
challenge to Tennessee’s ban on healthcare for 
transgender youth. The Kentucky families are 
plaintiffs in Doe v Thornbury, our challenge to 
a similar law in the Commonwealth known as 
Senate Bill 150. The justices’ ruling could have 
a direct impact on Kentucky’s case, because 
they will decide whether the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled appropriately when it allowed 
both Tennessee and Kentucky’s laws to go into 
effect.

The brief argues that the bans in Tennessee 
and Kentucky, like those passed in other states, 
intentionally discriminate against transgender 
youth by denying them medications that are 
prescribed for other youth. These laws do not 
ban these medications for all minors - only when 
they are prescribed for transgender minors. As 
a result of this discriminatory treatment, trans-
gender youth are unable to obtain the only effec-
tive treatment for the severe distress caused by 
gender dysphoria. 

Across the country, federal district courts 
have held that bans like those in Tennessee 
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and Kentucky single out transgender youth to 
deny them safe, effective, and well-established 
medical care. In U.S. v. Skrmetti, the Supreme 
Court agreed to review the Sixth Circuit opin-
ion which reversed district court decisions 
blocking these bans in Tennessee and Ken-
tucky. The U.S. Department of Justice inter-
vened in the Tennessee case (originally brought 
by private individuals) and the U.S. Solicitor 
General will argue against the ban when the 
Supreme Court hears the case later this year, 
along with ACLU attorneys representing those 
private individuals.

The Kentucky families’ brief is among over 30 
friend-of-the-court briefs filed in September. 
Bioethicists, medical providers, medical histori-
ans, family law professors, additional families 
in states where care has been banned and more 
are urging the Supreme Court to rule against 
bans on essential medical care for transgender 
youth so that families can make the health care 
decisions that are best for their children.
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Since House Bill 5, erroneously referred to as 
the “Safer Kentucky Act,” went into effect on 
July 15, we have observed precisely the impact 
we expected on the ground. Already, houseless 
individuals are receiving citations with fines 
they cannot pay and court dates they cannot at-
tend, resulting in bench warrants and senseless 
arrests.

To help those who may encounter law enforce-
ment officers bent on enforcing the criminaliza-
tion of homelessness, we updated our “Know 
Your Rights When Interacting with Law En-
forcement” brochure, including an abbreviated, 
printable pocket version. Scan the QR code be-
low to access the brochure.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

MEET OUR 
SENIOR STAFF 
ATTORNEY 
Bill Sharp

Bill Sharp is 
no stranger 
to the ACLU 
of Kentucky. 
In fact, he 
served as the 
organization’s 
legal director 
from 2007 to 
2017. Bill brings 
nearly 25 years 
of experience 
as a litigator, 

having served as both trial and appellate 
counsel at every level of the state and 
federal court systems in Kentucky. His 
career has been primarily devoted to 
public interest litigation and the defense 
of others’ rights, either as a public 
defender representing indigent clients 
accused of serious offenses or as a civil 
rights attorney. 

After detouring into private practice 
for a few years, Bill returned to his 
public interest roots as an appellate 
attorney in the Louisville Metro Public 
Defender’s appellate division, where he 
also assumed lead counsel duties for 
several trial-level cases. He now relishes 
the chance to return to the ACLU of 
Kentucky to help promote and defend all 
Kentuckians’ rights. 

Executive Director Amber Duke and Legal Di-
rector Corey Shapiro co-signed an open letter 
to Kentucky college and university presidents 
reminding them of their obligation to uphold 
students’ free speech rights. The letter reminds 
school officials that the First Amendment di-
rectly protects students at public higher edu-
cation institutions and urges these institutions 
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to demonstrate their adherence to the values 
of free speech, academic freedom, and civil dis-
course by avoiding any escalation on campus, 
while at the same time upholding their duty to 
protect all students from discriminatory harass-
ment and violence. Most importantly, school of-
ficials should refrain from involving any outside 
law enforcement except as an absolute last re-
sort. 
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