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In April 2021 federal civil rights officials launched an
investigation into LMPD to determine whether or not
officers systemically violate people’s constitutional rights.

The investigation will rely on stories from all types of people in
who live in Louisville. DOJ will use every possible tool to
protect your privacy and maintain confidentiality.

WHAT IS DOJ INVESTIGATING?

The investigation into LMPD is broad. DOJ is looking into
LMPD’s practices to determine whether or not there is a pattern
of LMPD violating people’s constitutional rights. For example,
DOJ will look at whether or not LMPD:

- engages in excessive use of force

- limits First Amendment protected activities, such as protesting
- discriminates against certain groups of people

- conducts inappropriate arrests or stops, searches, and seizures

WHAT WILL THE INVESTIGATION DO?

DOJ has investigated only 72 local police departments since they
were granted this authority in 1994, including those in Baltimore,
New Orleans, and Ferguson.

The Civil Rights Division is asking people to share their stories so
they can learn more and force LMPD to change its policies.

If DOJ proves systemic misconduct, they can force LMPD and
Metro government to change. Local officials can enter an
agreement with DOJ voluntarily or DOJ can go to court to reach
an agreement enforced by the court.
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HOW LONG WILL THE INVESTIGATION TAKE?

It often takes more than a year from the time an investigation is
announced to the time an agreement is reached between a police
department and DOJ. The full process took 16 months in Seattle
and 18 months in Ferguson.

DOJ NEEDS TO HEAR FROM YOU:

This investigation depends on stories from people like you.
Many people have already shared negative police interactions
with state and local authorities who did not take action. This

investigation is run by the Civil Rights Division of the United
States Department of Justice. Your stories will help them
fully understand the role LMPD plays in the community and
create change.

DOJ will use every protection available to protect your
privacy and ensure your story does not include information
revealing your identity. This investigation will not be used to
advance other government agencies’ work.

If criminal wrongdoing by LMPD officers is uncovered in
your story, DOJ may refer the issue for criminal prosecution.

HOW TO SHARE YOUR STORY:

Contact Ethan Trinh in the Civil Division of the United States
Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Kentucky.

Call: (844) 920-1460 | Email: Community.Louisville@USDOJ.gov
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WHEN PULLED OVER BY POLICE:

— The driver and passengers have right to remain silent.

- If you’re a passenger, you can ask if you're free to leave. If yes,
you may silently leave.

- Turn off car, turn on overhead light, open window part way,
place hands on wheel. If in the passenger seat, put hands on
dashboard. Avoid making sudden movements.

- Upon request, show police driver’s license, registration, and
proof of insurance.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WHEN STOPPED BY POLICE IN PUBLIC:

- Stay calm. Keep hands visible. Don’t argue, resist, or obstruct
police, even if they’re violating your rights.

— Ask if you are free to leave. If yes, walk away.

- You have the right to remain silent. You do not have to
answer questions. If you wish to remain silent, say so.

- You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your
belongings. Police may pat down your clothing if they
suspect a weapon. Refusing consent may not stop officers
from searching, but objecting can help you in any later legal
proceeding.

ACLU-KY.org
Know Your Rights in all situations: @ACLUofKY

Kentucky ACLU-KY.org/KYR 0 O
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

WITH

POLICE.

Dobla este folleto al revés para espanol.

ACLU

Kentucky




